[Acute liver failure].
Acute liver failure is characterized by a dynamic clinical course associated with high mortality. The main prognostic determinant is the development of extrahepatic complications. Close monitoring is mandatory, and prophylactic measures to avoid complications should be initiated. In case of complications, early and aggressive treatment is indicated. To date, artificial liver support devices are still in the experimental phase. Liver transplantation should be considered in patients with predictors of a poor spontaneous prognosis. Therefore, a transplant center should be contacted in every case of acute liver failure.